
CABINET

MINUTES OF MEETING
Tuesday, 26th June 2018

PRESENT:  Councillor Brett (in the Chair); Councillors Iftikhar Ahmed, 
Blundell, Neil Emmott, Emsley, O’Rourke and Rowbotham.

OFFICERS:  s. Rumbelow (Chief Executive), G. Hopper (Director of 
Children’s Services), M. Widdup (Director of Neighbourhoods), J. Searle 
(Director of Economy, D. Wilcock (Assistant Director – Legal, Governance and 
Workforce), D. Bowler (Assistant Director – Place), J. Murphy (Deputy Chief 
Finance Officer), F. Davies (Children’s Services), D. Brierley, D. Beck 
(Neighbourhoods Directorate) and P. Thompson (Resources Directorate).  

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Councillor Robinson, Councillor Susan Smith, 
Councillor Taylor and 15 members of the public. 

APOLOGIES
11 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Daalat Ali and 
Heakin. 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
12 There were no declarations of interests.

URGENT ITEMS OF BUSINESS
13 There were no urgent items of business for the Cabinet to consider.

ITEMS FOR EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
14 There were no confidential items of business for the Cabinet to 
consider. 

MINUTES
15 Decision:

That the minutes of the meeting of Cabinet held 29th May 2018 be approved 
and signed as a correct record.

ROCHDALE FREE SCHOOL PROPOSALS
16 The Cabinet considered a report of the Director of Children’s Services 
that provided details of two Free School proposals to be submitted by the 
Altus Education Partnership to the Department for Education to be opened in 
Rochdale Borough in 2020 and 2022.

Alternatives considered:
An alternative route of opening a new Free School was under the Free School 
Presumption route. In this process the Council would be required to fund the 
building of a new school and then invite academy trusts to bid to run the 
school. The approximate cost of building a six form entry school was reported 



as £18million. Due to uncertainties in capital grant for pupil planning purposes 
and other priorities, part of this funding may need to be funded by Prudential 
Borrowing, up to £10million.  The annual revenue cost of this would be 
£550,000 over 40 years chargeable to the Council’s base budget.

The Council would also be required to fund the set-up costs including 
furnishing and staff wages until the school was self-funding, estimated at 
between £0.5m to £1m over five years; this would be funded by Dedicated 
Schools Grant (DSG). 

For a school opened under the Free School Presumption route, the Secretary 
of State’s delegated officer, the Regional School Commissioner, would decide 
the winner of the bidding process. The Council would be able to advice on its 
preferred bidder.

Decision:
1. The Cabinet agrees to support the submission by the Altus Education 

Partnership to the Department for Education to open a free school in 
Middleton in 2020.

2. The Cabinet agrees to support the submission by the Altus Education 
Partnership to the Department for Education to open a second free 
school in Pennines Township in 2022.

3. The Cabinet approves the lease of a parcel of land at Littleborough 
Playing fields to the Altus Education Partnership for its use for a new 
secondary Free school with two caveats; firstly that if the Secretary of 
State’s consent is not given for the lease or secondly if feasibility 
assessments show the site is too costly to develop, then the lease of 
land is approved at Rutherford Park on Wardle Road. 

4. The Cabinet considers that any infrastructure costs, external to the 
proposed school site, will form a capital bid as part of the Council’s 
future capital programme making.

Reason for the decision:
A report to the Cabinet’s meeting that was held on 24th October 2017 entitled 
“The Need for Extra Year 7 School Places 2017-2027” detailed the predicted 
need for extra capacity in Year 7 secondary school places and had asked the 
Cabinet to note that two new schools would be needed to open in the 
borough; one in 2020 in Middleton and the second in the Rochdale/Pennines 
area in 2022.

The council had a statutory duty to offer a school place to every child living in 
the borough and consequently has a duty to plan for the predicted demand. 
On 11th May 2018 the Department for Education announced that a round of 
new Free Schools would be centrally funded under a bidding process which 
would open on 18th June 2018. Rochdale borough had been named in the 
announcement as meeting the location criteria for the bid.

The Rochdale Sixth Form College academy trust, the Altus Education 
Partnership, with support from the Rochdale Borough Council, had been 



developing the framework to open one new secondary school in Middleton 
and second in the Rochdale/Pennines area.

The Cabinet at its meeting on 19th December 2017 approved the release of a 
parcel of Council owned land within the Bowlee site to be leased to the Altus 
Education Partnership for the building of a new Secondary School in 
Middleton. A similar parcel of land is also needed for the second school.

Due to the general election that was held in 2017 there had been a delay of 
18 months in the opening of the current new Free School bidding round by the 
Department for Education. This was likely to cause a significant risk that the 
new school in Middleton would not be opened on time, with the effect that 
there is a possibility of not having enough Secondary school places available 
in September 2020. Any subsequent delays by the Department for Education 
would mean that similar issues would occur with any second bid submitted in 
a later bidding round. For this reason Cabinet approval was sought to give 
support to the Altus Education Partnership to bid for a second Secondary Free 
School in the Pennines Township in this bidding round. A site needed to be 
named in the submission document.
Eligible for Call-in: Yes.

DELEGATED APPROVALS 2017/18
17 The Cabinet considered a report of the Chief Finance Officer which 
provided details of approvals of spend under delegated powers in relation to 
Revenue and Capital Schemes funded by additional grants or income during 
2017/18.

Alternatives considered: 
The item was presented for information purposes, therefore no alternatives 
were considered.

Decision: 
That the he approval of spending under delegated powers made by Services 
during 2017/18 be noted.

Reason for decision:
Financial regulations required the reporting to Cabinet of schemes that had 
been approved under delegated powers.
Eligible for Call-in: No – item is for information only.

FINANCE UPDATE REPORT 2018/19
18 The Cabinet considered a report of the Chief Finance Officer that 
provided details of the 2018/19 Budget position for Capital, Revenue, Savings 
and Collection Fund as at the end of May 2018.

In considering the report the Chair referred to paragraph 4.1.4 of the 
submitted report requesting that the Director of Economy provide a report to a 
future meeting, updating Cabinet Members on the Rochdale Market budget. A 
Member sought clarification on the income that was available to the Council 



via highways sponsorship requesting that this matter be not put forward as a 
budget pressure. 

Alternatives considered:
None: not reporting on financial performance could put at risk the 
achievement of the Council’s Medium Term Financial Plan. Effective budget 
management was critical to ensuring that financial resources were spent in 
line with the agreed budgets and were targeted towards the Council’s 
priorities. Monitoring enables the early identification of variations against the 
plan and facilitates timely corrective action.

Resolved:
1. The financial update be noted.
2. The Director of Economy be requested to submit a report to a future 

meeting, updating Cabinet Members on the Rochdale Market budget.
3. The Cabinet resolves that highways sponsorship will not be put forward 

as a budget pressure.

Reason for resolution:
The recommendations were presented so as to keep Cabinet Members 
updated on the financial position of the authority, as effective budget 
management was critical to ensuring financial resources were spent in line 
with the budget and were targeted towards the Council’s priorities. Monitoring 
enabled the early identification of variations against the plan and facilitates 
timely corrective action. The submitted report provided an overview of the 
forecast 2018/19 financial position for the Council and focused on the position 
as at the end of May 2018.
Eligible for call-in: yes.

BUDGET 2019/20 TO 2021/22 GUIDELINES, TIMETABLE AND PUBLIC 
ENGAGEMENT
19 The Cabinet considered a report of the Chief Finance Officer 
recommending approval of the budget guidelines, timetable and methods of 
public engagement to be used in preparing the detailed 2019/20 budget and 
provisional budgets for 2020/21 and 2021/22.

Alternatives considered: 
The Council is legally obliged to set a balanced budget and the report sets out 
a planning process for the budget including details of the assumptions used in 
the preparation of the budget to ensure they are agreed, reasonable and 
consistently applied by all services.

Decision: 
1. That the proposed budget timetable as detailed at Appendix 1 of the 

submitted report, be approved.
2. That the revenue assumptions as detailed at paragraph 4.2 of the 

submitted report be noted and incorporated into the budget setting 
process.

3. That the revenue and capital budget principles referred to in paragraph 
4.4. of the submitted report be noted.



4. The proposed methods of public engagement outlined in paragraph 4.5 
of the submitted report be included as part of the 2019/20 budget 
setting process.

Reason for decision: 
Under the Budget & Policy Framework Cabinet is required to approve the 
proposed guidelines, timetable and methods of public engagement for setting 
the 2019/20 Budget and Provisional Budgets for 2020/21 and 2021/22 by 
September each year.
Eligible for call-in: No – the item is being referred to the Corporate Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee for consideration.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
20 Decision:
That the Press and Public be excluded from the meeting during consideration 
of the following two items of business, in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, as amended.

Reason for Decision:
Should the press and public remain during debate on these two items there 
may be a disclosure of information that is deemed to be exempt under Parts 1 
and 4 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972.

REVIEW OF SCHOOL CROSSING PATROLS
21 The Cabinet considered a report of the Director of Neighbourhoods 
which advised Members of the resubmission of a proposal to either withdraw 
or charge for the School Crossing Patrol Service (SCP) after it had been 
withdrawn in 2016.  

Alternatives considered:
The alternative to the proposal would be to continue to fund all School 
Crossing Patrols across the Borough. Given the current budget pressures 
being experienced by the Council, Members were asked to consider a range 
of proposals in order to rationalise these services.

Decision:
1. That the Cabinet approves a review of the School Crossing Patrol 

Service, as detailed in the submitted report and its associated 
appendices, as a basis for consultation.

2. A further report on this matter, with appropriate recommendations be 
submitted to the Cabinet, in due course, which details the results of a 
consultation exercise in this regard.

Eligible for call-in: Yes

DEVELOPMENT OF KIRKHOLT HEALTH CENTRE
22 The Cabinet considered a report of the Director of Economy that 
sought approval to dispose of Council land at The Strand/Balderstone 
Road/Daventry Road, Kirkholt, Rochdale to the BRAHM LIFT Company for 
the development of a new health centre in line with the community-based 



regeneration taking place in the area. The proposed disposal would support 
the wider regeneration of Kirkholt.

Alternatives considered:
The Council could choose not to be involved in this transaction, in which case 
it might not be possible for the CCG to under-write the development, which 
would put the health centre proposal at risk. As a result, this would put the 
achievement of the wider benefits at risk and the practice would continue to 
operate out of premises which are not fit for purpose, and would bring 
challenges at a future date, when considering alternative accommodation.

Decision:
1. That the disposal of the Council’s land, as detailed in the report, at nil 

value be approved.
2. That the terms of the lease structure, by which the Council will take and 

underlease of the site and, by way of a sub-underlease, grant 
occupancy of the premises to the local GP Practice, as set out in this 
report, be approved.

3. That the Cabinet delegates authority to the Chief Financial Officer to 
determine the decision on whether or not to opt the property for VAT.

Eligible for call-in: Yes.


